             Name __________________________________
A Christmas Memory      Literary Element:  Point of View
Purpose Statement: Read to find out about an unusual best friend the author had as a child.
	Inaugurate
	v.
	to make a formal beginning

	conspiracy
	n.
	The act of secretly planning together

	Potent
	Adj.
	Having or exercising force, power authority

	Muse
	v.
	to think or reflect, especially in an idle, dreamy manner

	Noncommittal
	Adj.
	Not revealing thoughts, feelings, or other information

	Cavort
	v.
	to run or jump around playfully

	Paraphernalia
	n.
	Equipment or things used in a particular activity

	Distemper
	n.
	In dogs, a highly contagious and sometimes fatal disease caused by a virus

	Skinflint
	Adj./n.
	Stingy and miserly

	Ermine
	n.
	Weasel w/black tipped tail used for decoration on women’s winter coats 

	Sacrilegious
	Adj.
	Showing disrespect for something sacred or cherished

	Decease
	v/n.
	to die; death

	Carnage
	n.
	A great and bloody slaughter

	Prosaic
	Adj.
	Ordinary or commonplace

	Reveille
	n.
	Signal played on a bugle used to call soldiers to formation in the morning

	Festooned
	v.
	Decorations hanging in loops or curves

	Rollick
	v.
	to play in a carefree, happy way

	Rime
	n.
	White coating formed on a surface by frost

	Burnishes
	v.
	Polishes

	Memoir
	n.
	Non-fiction first person story of a period of a person’s life emphasizing thoughts, feelings, impact of historical events


Truman Capote (1924-1984) was a controversial and colorful writer with a flamboyant, jet-setting lifestyle, a sharp tongue and a sharper wit. Just over five feet tall, he was called “The Tiny Terror” by East and West coast society. In this short story, Capote looks back fondly and with gentle nostalgia on his simple Southern childhood.  At the age of seven, his closest companion was an older female cousin who is the childlike character you meet here. This story was first published in Mademoiselle in 1956, and was resurrected ten years later to promote the release of his true-crime novel, In Cold Blood. He became a Hollywood favorite when his novella, Breakfast at Tiffany’s, was filmed starring Audrey Hepburn. He died at 59 after a long battle with alcohol.

Point of View (See Literary Terms Handbook p. R10)


First-Person


Third-Person Limited


Third-Person Omniscient
1. Describe the buggy. How do Buddy and his friend make use of it? (p. 407, p. 412)

2. What ingredients go into the fruitcakes?

3. How do Buddy and his friend earn the money to buy the ingredients? What was their most profitable venture?

    What was their least favorite way to earn money?

4. Who is Mr. Haha Jones? Why is he called Haha? Why do Buddy and his friend need to visit him? Explain how 

    his attitude toward them changes.

5. It takes the pair four days to finish baking the 31 fruitcakes. Why do they need so many? Who are they for?

    Why do they spend so much time baking for people they barely know or don’t know at all?

6. After his friend is harshly reprimanded by the relatives, how does Buddy cheer her up? Why is this a somewhat

    ironic situation?

7. After the rich mill owner’s wife offers to buy the tree from Buddy and his friend and suggests that they can
    easily get another one, the friend replies, “I doubt it. There’s never two of anything.” What does she mean?

8. Describe the Christmas tree. With what is it decorated?

9. What would Buddy and his friend like to give each other for Christmas? What do they give each other?
10. Why is Buddy disappointed on Christmas morning? What do his presents indicate about the relatives?

11. Why is this their last Christmas together? Who are “Those Who Know Best?”

12. Describe Buddy’s friend (pp. 405 & 406). What kinds of things has she never done? What things has she  

      done?

13. When the friend explains why she doesn’t go to the movies, she says, “. . . a person my age shouldn’t 

       squander their eyes. When the Lord comes, let me see him clear.” Use this quote to help interpret the friend’s

       speech on p. 416 that begins “My, how foolish I am!” and ends “I could leave the world with today in my 

       eyes.”  Why might “today” be so special to her?
